
Merch 22, 1968

Prof. John McCollum

University of Michigan
School of Music

Dear Jobn:

In re ly to your note regarding the tape of Miss Shelia Jackson,
I am sorry abont that tape, we knew it was an older tape, but we were
not awere thet the recorder which we used to tape the selections was

defective until we received your note. So, you in effect helped us
out on two accounts. (smile),

I have since had her re-tape the selections on a new tape and
(I hope, a better tape recorder. At least it played-bacek on two other
tape recorders tefore we sent it to you). This yowhs 1edy has studied
with me for the past four years, and I have found her to be very diligent,

musical, talented and higbly intelligent. She is finishing her work
here on the music education cirriculum, and as such would be dificient
whore certain graduate schooltrequiroments there are.concerned. You

should know that we have just Within the past two years initiated a
Bachelor of Alled music in voice, so it came too late for her.I

do believe that given the advineed training and exoosure tó suck an
enviroment as exists at the U. of M., Mis Jeekson, mitht well evalor

into a first class artist. I recommend her to tho greduate program in
voice in Michican without resorvation.

At the same time, I went to call your dersonal sttention, if Imay,
to the application of a young N-ro paritone, nineteen years of age, by
the nane of Johnnie Willlams. evis e tative of North Carolina cnd сме

here to Virginia State College two weeks ago to udition to study witr
me next year. this young man has a remarkally wll developed instrutent

for his are, and has elreedy celled a good deal posiSive ettention to
himself as e singer. he wor the regional suditiens for the fationsT

Association of deachers of ging Contost lest frll, os studert in

the North Carolina School et irts, he won an sudition eerly last yeer
which enabled him to journey to lorino, Italy for the pert, surmer to
study, and has perforred with seve al syaphony orestros in the sred as
a soloist, incluting the North Carolina Symphony. he has an urolo bpre
at Virginia State on the History faculty who has gi.en toa goоd desl of
informetion on him otherwise. I have since had a detailed talk }th his

parents as well as his uncle and aunt. He is a very impressive singer ana
personality enk has espress d a desire to come to Michigan as Presheen

to work with me. He hes al. eady written to Mr. Worman and I have talk d
by phone with Doan Wallace about hin. The parents are of very meagre reans,

but are willing to do ell they can to help him as much as possible. He

is in the college section now of the North Carolina School of The Arts

and is a student of Norman Farrow who has exposed him to a good deal of
the better literature (some of it to his detriment, in my opinion). They

have him on a relatively generous scholarship srrangement, without which
his parents coul not afford to have him there. Well, all of that is to
say I would very much like to have him consiiered for whatever scholarship
aid that mipht he available. He is prepared to come with me to Ann Arbor
for a personal interview/audition as is Miss Jackson, if you wished to have



-2-

either or both of them do so. Just let me know. I plan to be in AnnArbor around April 8,9 mainly to wrep up (hopefully) my house hunting.If you are free at that time, I would like to drop in to say hello toyou, and if you wished let you hear and see these youns people.
Heard from your wife when I culled thet you were doing some perfor-ming out on the West Coast. Beautiful! id you get yourself a nice tan?But then from what your wife tells me of the weather in Ann Arbor you couldwell have gotten it there. I am sure 11 went artistically well as usual.
See you in April.

Sincerely,

Willis Priterson


