March 26, 1968

Ir. Ralph Gibson

1200 Newport Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan

I'sar Ralph:

. How sre things going with Yyou thesd days? Bo doubt you are at
least & bit surrrised to be hearing from what with my world-wide repu-
tation to writing to my relatives let alone my friends (smile), Well,
I have & nced for some information and direction, and I hope you will
be in & position to provide me with at least the direction if not the

information,
.

f'; have & student from the state of North Caroliis who came up here
ts Virginia to audition to study with me thinking I will or would be

here/next year. I turns sut that this is an unusvally talented young
He has already called much natiomsl

'Negro bsritone of 19 years of age.
‘and international attention tc himself through his talent by such feuts .
for the National ascociation of teachers

‘as winning the Regional euditions"
of Singing Contest in North Carolina, having won a scholarskip from the

North Carolina School of the arts (vhich is itself guite a school, sort
of conservatory-like) to study the past summer in Torino, Itely, and

rerforming quite regularly with symphony orchestras in the area as a
soloist. Now, he is desirous of coming to the University of Michigan,

but is on & rather generous scholarship from the North Carolina Schbol
=t

of the 4rts, without which hés parents would be uneble to send. him.
y of Michigen School of Musie,

have bac him send a letter to the Ujiversit
requesting scholarship aid as an éfitering freshman., He received a reply
stating that the time had slready expired (Feb. 1) for being considered.

for scholasrship purposed. - Now my question is this: ‘
- Is there not some effort being made (with finarcial backing) to induce

Negroes to come to the U 5f M who might not under normal financial
considerations be able to come? And if this is so, is it likely that
such 2 group could intercede on this youngsters' behalf, either to
- get a naiver of the time limit mentioned above, or to mexe other funds
- . available should he be able to qualify? I had heard that there 1es ,
such an effort being made on the part of Michigan Negro stulents, but
‘had not heard of whether or not this applied to out_state students,
In any event I fhgured that if suck were available, the officiales at
the U of Mi Schosl of Music might not be awere either of his ruce or
of the availability of such efforts, 4
I em quite impressed both with the sincereity amd the ability of this
young fellow, and would figure him to be the kind of a student who might
well merit some speciel consideration if such is available. If you should
know of any possibilities available to hedp him obtain the aid he needs,

- I would appreciate your showing them this letter, and could make more
pertinent information available regarding him, as vell as bring him up
with me on my next trip to Ann Arbor on April 8, 1968. I will apvreciate
vhatever you can do in this instance and I am sure he wille, B “ne -“xmm - g
his name is Jonny Willisms, and he is located in Winstor . ,Jem, N. 3, .

Sincercly . ‘ ' o
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