May 3, 1977

Mr. Henry Johnson
Vice President for Student Services

Mr. Richard English
Associate Vice President for Academic Affairs

Mr. William Cash
Assistant to the President

Gentlemen:

u : : niversity and the community at large,
of the products of Black American art song writers. This project will
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~ completing a research project which wil

A s e 2T, Y AR R

1 culminate in the publication
g rt‘soﬁgs;offglhdk’American composers by the Edward
3 , firm of New York City. This publication will
s . A portion of the cost to complete
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s ' Rackham Facul : € project would be scheduled to have
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can during his 1ifetime., To this point he has published well over
two hundred of these lLangston Hughes poems and settings to music,
They are known and highly respected and performed in West Germany and
other parts of Europe, but Mr. Owens is relatively or almost completely
unkoown in the United States. It is hoped aleo that it might be
possible to have for one of the following concerts, the presence of
another composer of tremendous ability and recognition around the New
York area, namely Mrs. Dorothy Rudd Moore. Mre. Moore is a composer
who, after having done her basic work at Howard University in Washington,
D. C., did further study at the Manhattan School of Music and in Paris.
‘She has called considerable attention to herself among composers, having
‘wan the Koussevitsky Compositional Prize as well as the Guggenheim
Fellowship. She has done a magnificent job of writing art songs that
heighten the Black American experience in songs with instrumental
| accompaniment. Many of her compositions have been premiered at Carmegie
/ Hall in New York City and at other major music centers around the
/  country, but little of her music has been published and made available
2, to the student performers of university age, because it is not in
// published form. I have,incluggd,thrge‘of Mrs. Moore's songs from one
/1 of her cycles in my book, and am in possession of five others of her
// ~ eycles, to ing well over sixty songs. It is hoped that it might
be b  have Mrs here on our campus, along with her
rofessional cellist playing in various
‘and who also has done a good deal
a, The hope would be that with
s, we would have not only an
ut also the availability of

hniques, and various and
benefit to our student




Very sincerely,

The teym "

art songs" is here used Intentionally to diféerentiate it
from the term "spirituals", which refers specifically, as you all know,
to arrangements of Black folk songs,
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€ composers and in almogt all cases iny
ared text to musicy
also written b

olve the setting of
in some cases the text having been
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As such, I think it would
iversity in a speclal kind of a way for the
support of such a project and of such artists as these,
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